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 Internal/external classification

CAE data provision

CAD data provision

Committee work

 eCl@ss e.V.

 eCl@ss CRD specialist group

 eCl@ss Cax specialist group

 eCl@ss CEG process control technology 

/PROLIST

 ETIM Deutschland e.V.

 ETIM Expert committee 4
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Corporate Headquarters
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Bad Pyrmont



Corporate Structure
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Facts and Figures

Sales in million € 1,590

Employees worldwide 12,800
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Phoenix Contact has made electronic catalogs available to 

its customers for many years

Due to the increased number of customer enquiries and the 

high internal costs and processing times

Initiation of the “E-Catalogue” project

Target: optimization of the creation process and increase of 

data quality

Project team from:

Corporate Electronic Business

Corporate Technology

Sales

 Information technology

Electronic product catalog project



Project steps:

Establishment of the current situation

Establishment of the requirements

Selection of suitable exchange formats

Development of solution scenarios

Resources and planning for implementation

The challenge

Analysis of the relevant data sources

Analysis of the system interfaces

Initial situation of the catalog creation 
process



BMEcat is the catalog standard for electronic data exchange 

in e-procurement

Transfer of

prices

 logistic data

product descriptions

classifications

 images /  data

documents

Initial situation of the catalog creation 
process

Asset

DB

ERP

SAP

PIM



The project team works on the following topics 

Optimization of the creation process

Generation of the format 1.2; 2005 and 2005.1

Take-over of the logistics information from the ERP 

system

Mapping of the current versions of the eCl@ss; ETIM; 

UNSPSC classification standards

Mapping of the Phoenix Contact online catalog hierarchy 

to the BMEcat format

 Integration of different files as MIME

Creation of multilingual catalogs

Creation of the BMEcat format



The PIM Product Information System is the data source for:

Print catalogs

Online catalogs

E-Shop

Data sheets

Packing slips

Configurators

Automatic PIM data provision as basis for 
eCATALOG solutions



eCl@ss content is generated via mapping from the PIM 

system

Automatic PIM data provision as basis for 
eCATALOG solutions



BMEcat import, automatic creation of article lists and article 

thumbnails

All information contained can be searched for in the 

PARTsolutions software and PARTcommunity portal

Automatic PIM data provision as basis for 
eCATALOG solutions



Catalog structure & article overview in PARTsolutions

Automatic PIM data provision as basis for 
eCATALOG solutions



Selected articles & their characteristics imported into 

BMEcat in PARTsolutions, incl. multi CAD-Export 

Automatic PIM data provision as basis for 
eCATALOG solutions



PARTsolutions => eCl@ss 8.0 Advanced xml export

 Imported eCl@ss information is exported 1:1

Automatic PIM data provision as basis for 
eCATALOG solutions



PHOENIX CONTACT @PARTcommunity 3.x Portal

Automatic PIM data provision as basis for 
eCATALOG solutions

Chapter overview

CAD downloads

Article searching



PHOENIX CONTACT @PARTcommunity portal

Automatic PIM data provision as basis for 
eCATALOG solutions



Available online and offline

Automatic PIM data provision as basis for 
eCATALOG solutions

PARTsolutions for industry customers

PARTcommunity online market place



The following basic distribution of product data is in the CAE 

tools

Article master data

Functional description / symbols

Graphical illustrations

Classification and engineering with 
eCl@ss 8.0



Example of connection data

 Illustration of the connection data

 in the CAE tools

 in the 3D models

Classification and engineering with 
eCl@ss 8.0



PIM
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Management

Data maintenance

CAE-xml data

Files: bmp; 

dxf; ema; jpg; 

stp; …

Data export

Technical data,

text, images, drawings,

references, 

classifications…

Classification and engineering with 
eCl@ss 8.0
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Classification and engineering with 
eCl@ss 8.0

eCl@ss Cax specialist group

Target: upgrade of the eCl@ss standard with 

Cax-relevant information from version 7.0

Result is an import format for all Cax tools

http://www.siemens.de/
http://www.siemens.de/


Phoenix Contact is committed to the eCl@ss standard

Classification of the entire product range

Continued improvement of mapping the characteristics

Extension of CAx-relevant data in the PIM system 

Classification and engineering with 
eCl@ss 8.0

CAE

Tool



Classification and engineering with 
eCl@ss 8.0



Thank you for your attention!

eCl@ss CAx specialist group at the 

SPS/IPC/Drives 2013


